THE LIFE FORM
FROM

SAMBOLIBRA

My name is SEDRICK CARDWELL THE 3.

The story | am about to tell you, may or may not sit well ¥h you, but
| had trepidation of loosing my mind, | have no option but b purge
myself of this madness in my mind’s eye, and what happené¢a me a
number of years ago.

| was reluctant to tell the story, but for fear of peple saying that | was
as creasy as my dad, and that would not sit well with megbause |
could end up in a fight with someone, so after many slekyss nights
wandering what is the best course of action, | came to¢hconclusion
that telling the story would do more good than harm.
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Now | will tell you a little about my self, there is notmuch to tell, but
what little there is, here goes.

| did not get much schooling as a young man, what with livingut here
in the boon docks, and the nearest school to where | lidgewas some
twenty three miles on the other side of the valley, butdo understand
some things, and | read some.

| listen to the radio, and | must admit, | have learneda lot from the
radio, and from time to time when | go to the local br for a drink, | do
catch a few programs on the local TV station, and this way,do get to
see a little of what is going on in the rest of the worJdo most people
that is not high learning, but that is the best | coulddo for my self.

| have no brothers or sisters, so | am the only one that mather owns
up to, so as they say, | am an only child, so | will have tarry on the
name of the card wells.

my father was a mountain man, and a hunter, | followed irhis footstep
and hunt and trap for game, the local people use to cathy father the
wild man from the hill, he was not wild you understand,but | could not
remember my father ever having a shave, and although | love thman,
he did look wild, but he treated me with kindness, shis rough look did
not reflect his inner self.

| pay attention to many things, and | do get around a lot, buonly in
this country you understand, | have never been abraded, tany of those
foreign places | have herd so much about.



So now | will try and tell you the story of what happend to me on the
hill.
(THE SURPRISE VI3)

One day | was high up in the mountain setting some trap#,was a
normal day apart fro the wind, and it was getting a little ovecast, it
looked like rain, but | could not let that stop me from what | was doing,
because it was the trapping season, and it is best to gle¢ traps set long
before the darkness comes down.

| must have set twenty five to thirty traps that day, and Iwas plumed
tuckered out.

So | decided to take a welcome break, and have me sothag to eat, so
| sat at the entrance to a cave that | use in the rainy seas.

| made myself comfortable, and unwrapped my lunch, the | open a
bottle of shine, and took my first drink of the day, andit went down as
smooth as silk, boy that was some good shine, anyway | was jabbut
to take another drink, so as | lifted the bottle up tomy mouth to take
another drink, | saw this man just appeared out of novhere, he must
have been seven feet tall, with the strangest looking cl@&.

| stopped right there with my mouth wide open, thinkng where in gods
name did he come from, and while | was looking at the manhe shine
was running down the front of my shirt, and as calm as you phse, the
man said, the liquid is not going to the place you interedl, and with out
thinking | said, and who the hell are you, and where thé&ell did you
come from.

The man just stood there with this strange look on his faceind looking
at me as if he was looking at his lunch, so | asked the qties again,
who are you, but this time | raised my voice, the man saidam called
STAPIL of the place called LIBRA.

so | said, so you are a stranger in these here parts, thean asked me,
what is a stranger, so | asked him if he was drinking, # man said, not
like you | do not, | said to him, don’t get fresh pal, youare on my land,
and beside you are disturbing my lunch, well blow me dowrhe just
said as calm as you please, | will step to one side untdyyhave had your
lunch as you say.



| put my lunch down and stood up right, | am not going tchave some
stranger walking up on me, disturbing my lunch, and to dd insult to
injury, talking to me as if | was doing some thing wrong, ke | said, |
stood up and confronted the stranger, | said, look here wheer you are,
this is private land, if there is something you want, ath | can help you,
speak up, or get the hell off my land.
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The stranger asked me if | control all the land, | saidnot all of it |
don’t, but the bit that you are standing on belongs to merad my father,
so if you know what's good for you, | think you should be oryour way.

The stranger said, if | can point to the part of the &nd that | do not
control, he will move to that part of the land, and wten you have fed
your self, he will return and speak with me.

| tell you that throw me for a loop, what the hell could Isay, so

| told the stranger, that there is nothing | want to peak with him about,
and beside all that, it will be getting dark soon, and | ave a few more
traps to put down.

TAPIOL said, you are doing an incorrect thing with thesetraps that
you lay, | said, that’s it pal, you have overstayed your welcomeet the
hell off my land.

TAPIL said, for now | will do as you ask, but soon | will return.
| told TAPIL that if he came back, he will be coming ba& to a hell of a
lot of buck shots, well blow me down if he did not ask By what is buck



shots, so | told him, come back and you will find outwould you believe
he just turn and disappeared into the bushes, | telyou that is some dam
good moonshine | am drinking.

| continued with what was left of my lunch, and

| was able to finished my lunch, what was left of itbut all the time | was
thinking, where the hell did he come from, anyway | packe up all my
gear, and put them in the cave, then | continued laying dowsome more
traps, by now it was getting dark, and I think it was becase of that dam
TAPIL talking to me and making me loose all that time, andnow | will
have to
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Stay in the cave tonight, because in the morning, | wihave to go and
check on all the traps.

So | made my self a nice little spot for the night, | chnk some more
shine, and went to bed.

The next morning, | got up and stretched my legs somafter | got
freshen up, | decided to go and check on the trapdaid yesterday.

| started down the hill toward the first set of traps,and as | came to the
first one, it was sprung, | thought dam it, | moved on tdhe second one,
and that one also was tripped, some thing told me that las going to



have a bad day, any way | moved on the next trap, and doge gong it
that trap was also tripped, | just stood looking at the ting, thinking
what the hell, that was when | herd a voice said, you areuch sad now,
| turned to where the sound was coming from, and you wodlnot
believe it, it was that dam TAPIL again.

| said, you better not tell me that you have been masg with my traps,
and as bold as you please he said, | told you when we fiexchange
words, that you do an incorrect thing with the traps hat you lay.

| held my shotgun up, and pointed it at this fresh sanger, then | told
him to pray, because | was going to show him what buclkets were, he
said, that which you do now is also incorrect, | said boyou need to be
thought a lesson, | cocked the rifle and lifted it ugo let him have it, and
just as | lifted up the gun, the stranger went intchis pocket, well | don’t
know if you could call it a pocket, because he was dresskidd a
strange, anyway | squeezed the trigger kind of gentle likdbecause this
baby is a little sensitive you understand, and just as Ired the gun, |
saw a flash, and all the buck shots fell right there inrbnt of me, |
thought what the hell is going on, | do hope that bill dichot sell me a
box of duds, then he said it again, what you are doing is correct.

| asked TAPIL, how did you do that, TAPIL said, so thatis what you
call buck-shots, yes | said, so | pointed the gun atriagain and said,
boy whoever you are, | am going to send you to your maker, thdam
fool asked me if | know his maker, that’s it | said, youare one sick
puppy, and turned to walk back down the hill, that is wien he said, do
not leave this place, | must speak with you, | said, stteh there is
nothing | want to talk to you about, TAPIL said, but there is much
words | must exchange with you, so | turned and walketack to where
he was standing, | looked him straight in his face and saiak big boy
talk away.
TAPIL asked me why do | lay traps, | don't know why | did it, but |
told him, that is how | make my living, if it is any of you business, he
said you are as | am, and the traps that you lay do much harm tine
small life, I told him, what difference does it make] am going to Kill
them anyway, TAPIL said, if you must kill the small life,then you must,
but there is another way to do the same thing you do witthe traps.

I



don’t know what came over me, so | said, can you show mestlother
way, he said, you have made a good choice, and now | will show you
better way, then he said, come, we will hunt together,laugh and said
this should be good, | must be loosing my mind becausgalked with
him down the hill, on the way down the hill he said, you mst lay the
buck-shot tool down, | said like hell | will, | don’t know you, and
another thing, you go in front of me, | am not turning ny back on you.

TAPIL calmly said, as you wish, and went in front, then le took a small
device from his clothing, an orange light flashed a fewrhes followed by
a strange sound, then he said, now look, | asked him, look abat, and
just before he replied, there was a high pitched soundnd a fox fell
down the hill, and every time the fox tried to get up, APIL point the
little thing at the fox, | don’t know what else to call it, anyway each time
he point the thing at the fox, the fox fell down again.

| said, | don't know who you are, are where you came from, butlam it,
we will have to talk, TAPIL said, | have been trying to talkto you
before you close your eyes.

| said to TAPIL, man why don’t you speak English, TAPIL said, you
recognize my words, that mean that | do speak Englisias you say, |
told TAPIL, that he does speak English, but he speakind of strange,
then TAPIL starts to show off, because he said, | have ba practicing
you words for three of your days, and now you understand #words |
speak.



| had to give him credit, because if as he said, he onliagted to speak
English a few days ago, then | so pose he have done well.

| turned to TAPIL and asked him, where he was from, hesaid, | am
from the place called SAMBOLIBRA, | told him that | have never herd
of that place before, he said, this | can understandhecause
SAMOLIBRA is from another world, so | said you can say tlat again,
you would not believe it, the fool repeat the exact sameitty again, so
naturally | told him.

| said, you did not have to repeat it again, it is a way ofpgaking, you
know, he laugh at me and said, | speak strange and | miugarn
English, I tell you if he weren’t so big | would slap himsilly, then he
really went off, he said, these are your words, you told ento say it
again, ok | said, may be | did, and you do not understand #t all it
mean, is that you were right, then he said ,why did | @t say so.

This boy is pushing it.

| asked TAPIL, how did he get on top of the hill withoutme seeing him,
he said, | did not come up the hill, | came down to théill, | said you are
doing it again, he asked me what is he doing, | said you aralking
strange again.

TAPIL said, that is not strange, | came from above.

| said, | so pose you are going to tell me that you fly naw

| started to laugh, then he said it again, he said | doome from above,
so | asked him if he were god, no | am not your god, bl have powers
that you do not have, so | asked him if that thing he did ith the fox was
the power he was talking about, he said, no that is a smaliing, there is
much more | can do.

Now you know, | was not going to let him get away with that,csl asked
TAPIL again, how did he get up the hill without me seeindnim, and
again he said, | came in the space pod, | asked, space what?

He said, | move around in a pod that covers much distansel said, | see
no machine, and for a man that does not speak good Enrgfii, you do
know how to tell fibs, don’t you.

TAPIL asked, this fib you speak of, what is it, | saidthat just mean
something that is not so.

TAPIL said, you seams to be a man that needs to see muméfore you
understand, so | said , you are dam right, | am no fool tt believe
everything that you tell me.



TAPIL said, this | will put right, come with me and | will show you the
pad that | use.

| said , hell no, I am not going anywhere with you, TAR. said, this is
not a big thing, this man went into his suit and took outs small thing
that looked like the remote that bill from the bar used b change the TV
channel, he held it up, the thing made a sound, and blome down if this
strange looking, | don’'t know what to call it, but it looked like one of
those gas bottle you see at the gas station, anyway, this ovegsyas
bottle come floating over our heads, it was making a buzay sound,
then TAPIL pressed one of those button and the thingtsp dead over
our heads.

| thought to myself, this boy have skills, | will have tovatch how | deal
with him.

| said, what the hell is that, TAPIL said, that is mypad, that is how |
get from place to place, then he said, now do you undeastd the words
| speak when | said | came down to the hill, | had to admit, the son of
a gun did come down to the hill.

So | asked him the question again, where did you say you carfrom,
TAPIL said, | speak but you do not understand, | toldyou that | am
from the place called LIBRA, ok | said, where the hells LIBRA?

TAPIL said, look up and far out into the stars, but you wil not see my
home, but the place called LIBRA is amongst the stars. gl to TAPIL,
if you say so pal, then | told TAPIL that we did not stated off on good
footing, so could we start over.

TAPIL said, you speak good words, yes we will start over,ra now we
will exchange words as | have asked you before, well, wiheould | say

but yes, so naturally | said you have the floor pal start talkag.



TAPIL said, | visit this planet many times before and lalways stay in
the trees, and this is the first time | had the chareto speak with the life
form from the planet, and it is much pleasing to meso | told TAPIL,
that we don’'t welcome strangers in these parts, and he clduhave got
killed sneaking up on me like that, TAPIL said, the wods sneak as you
say, is incorrect, | came in silence so | could obsermeore, so | told him
that it was not safe to do that, because if he went thé big city and did
that he would be killed.
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TAPIL said, it is difficult to destroy that which you cannot see, so | told
TAPIL, listen pal, they will see you alright, and anywaysince you say
that you are invincibly then show me how you came up on mie that,
TAPIL said, if | came as | did before you will not see,®| said do it any
way.

TAPIL said, stay as you are and observe, well blow me down, naalked
to that thing he called a pad, he did something, and th#ing started to
glow, then whoosh he just vanished into the thing, trushe, | never had
a drop of that shine, | tell you this is strange as helgnyway | kept
looking at the thing and out of the blue | could not see #stupid thing
any more, that'’s it, this stranger will have to go, wht the hell | am
talking about he is gone, anyway | think.

| kept looking at the spot | last saw the pod, but nothingso | said to hell
with it and went about getting my things together, when got all my
stuff packed, | started down the hill, because he saite was so smart he
will find me if he wanted, | made my way down the hilland all the time
thinking that is a strange dude in deed.
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| made it down to the main road in one piece, but my leg wagving me
hell, I think I twisted it coming down the hill, so | stopped and removed
my boots, so | could have a look at the damage, as soon as | took

boots off, | herd a voice said, you are in need of atteof, | turned
towards the sound, and dam it, it was that TAPIL again, | aid man you
will have to stop doing that, now he start to get smart withme, because
he said, you wanted to see me do as | did before, antiem | do as you
asked, you seams upset, so | said, don’t get smart with mal, how the
hell was | to know that you were some mystery man from gokinows
where, he calmly said, as | have told you | a from the placzalled
SAMBOLIBRA, oho, | said, excuse me for forgetting yourhome, you
know what he said, you are in no danger you have a small minsip |
will allow you to continue as you are.

That's it | said, you take that back, he said, it is too Iee the words have
been spoken, but | can make you forget that | have spokbd words,
would that please you, | told him to do what the hell hevant to do, and
put my boots back on.

TAPIL said, if you remove the covering from your feet | wll make you
well again, just to get rid of him, | removed my boots agai, TAPIL
walked up to me, he took from his pocket that remote contil again,
then he pointed it at my feet, my foot felt a little stange, and then out of
nowhere the pain went, | could not believe it, | stood upnd put some
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weight on it, and | tell you, | don’t know what he did, bu he fixed my
leg, now | am thinking, | will have to take this one homavith me.
TAPIL said, and now you will have much strength in your feg | said
you can say that again, oho hell, he repeated exactly what | jusaid, so
| told him, | did not mean for you to repeat the words, what | mean by
my statement, is that you are right.

TAPIL said, then why not say what you mean, | said, look TRIL |
don’t know how you speak where you come from, but this ithe planet
EARTH, and this is how we speak, so if you want to benderstood, then
you will have to adopt to the way we speak, TAPIL said, Will try to
adopt as you say, then we can exchange much words.

| wanted to change the subject, so | asked TAPIL whatlse could he do
with that remote control that he seams to like so much, APIL said, |
control all that | wish, so | said, man you are full of it you may be able
to control that pad of yours, but don’t tell me that you can control what
you wish, have you been at my shine, and before he couldsavrer, | told
him not to respond, because | did not want to get intoreother back and
fort with him, TAPIL said, you seams undecided of what gu want, if
my words are incorrect, would you teach me the way to comnmicate
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with your kind, I told him that | would try, but it coul d take a very long
time.

TAPIL said, if | do not understand all at this time, | will return and
complete the learning, | said ok | will do the best | can

| told TAPIL that | will have to go home, now he really flipped, because
he asked me if he could come with me, | said, | don’t thk it would be
such a good idea, dressed the way you do, if | took you tcethar, those
delving brothers would pick on you, and | have never wan aght with
any of them, so | don'’t think it would be a good idea, TARL said, if you
must go into battle to defend me, then | will help gu in that action, |
said, you don’t know those DELVING brothers, they are creag.

TAPIL asked me if the men | speak of are good warriors| said, | would
not say that, but they can fight like hell, TAPIL said, tis | would like to
see, | said, you are not from around these parts and you dmt
understand.

TAPIL said, | will come with you, and when the time cone for battle, |
too have ways that you have never seen, all will be well, wal go
together, | said my god help me, ok if you insist lets go,started to walk
down the hill, and TAPIL said, no not that way, that is tie hard way, |
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will take you in the pad | use, | said, there is no ay | am going into
town in that thing of yours, there is nothing the matterwith my pickup
truck, TAPIL said, that may be so, but the trip would be a long and
bumpy

one, | said, listen pal, this how we on planet EARTH traveso you had
better get use to it, well I'll be a sun of a gun, heaid ok.
| think he is getting it.

The both of us went down the hill to where | left theruck, TAPIL had
this look on his face, so | said, | hope you are not malkgnfun of my ride,
TAPIL said, no | am not making fun as you say, but this mod of travel
is of the past, | said, don't let us go over that again, ldve had this truck
for a long time, and it is one of the strongest truck onhie road today, so
laugh all you want, this baby is a good truck, TAPIL said, ayou wish,
so | said, dam right.

| opened the door, and told him to get in, he got inrad sat up as straight
as a board, so | said, relax, it will not heart you, he sajdhat is

incorrect, | sit this way to protect my frame, | said, wat ever makes
you happy and drove off, we drove along this dirt road for abut six to
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nine miles, then | could see the main road up aheadtdld TAPIL, that
the road up a head will be the one that will take us tsny home, TAPIL
said, that is good, | turned on to the main road, and theide was now
smooth, TAPIL said, this is much pleasing to the frame, $aid, man you
have to learn to speak English.

TAPIL said, that is why | am going to the place you call homeso | may
learn much ENGLISH, | said there you go, you are learning akady,
TAPIL said, and that is good yes, | said yes that is good, the
whispered under my breath, what the hell have I got myseihto, and
before the thought could leave my mind, | herd a policeiren, | thought
what the hell an | going to tell the officer about TAPIL

The officer flashed his lights, indicating for me tqpull over, naturally |
pulled over.

TAPIL asked me if it is time for battle, | said no, t is the men that
patrol the roads, every thing will be ok.

The officer walked up to the driver side window, and ased me for my
papers, | reached up and took them from the sun visor antdanded
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them to the officer, the officer looked at me, then hiooked back at the
paper work, then he asked me who was that in the passemgeat,

| said, a friend of mine, the officer said, | have newveseen him around
here before, are you sure he is not one of them wet bagK said no he
was not, then all hell broke loose, because he wanted TAFS papers,
he turned to TAPIL and said, boy are you not burning up inthem
cloths.

TAPIL said, no | am in good health thank you, the officersaid, don’t
get fresh with me boy, step out the truck, | want to hae a good look at
you.

TAPIL turned to me, and asked me if he should do tlsi thing, | did not
want him getting himself shot, so | told him that it wil be ok.

TAPIL opened the door and stepped out the truck.

The officer took one look at TAPIL, and started to laughthen he said,
boy you look like one of them sissy boy from the big city.

TAPIL asked the officer, what is a sissy boy, the offer said, | asked
the question boy and you do the answering.

While | was listening to all of this, | was getting stomage cramp with
fear, because god only knows what would set TAPIL off.

TAPIL said, that is incorrect, you asked me a questiorand | must
reply, is that not so he who carries the weapon.

The officer asked TAPIL if he have any papers, oho goddread how he
IS going to answer this one.

TAPIL said, | am in no need of papers, the officeraid, if you don’t
have any papers then | will have to take you in sunny boy.

| put my head out the window, and asked the officer if could have a
word, the office said, you sit still and shut your mouth) will deal with
you later. | thought to myself, you keep this up and yowill never see
another sunrise.

TAPIL said, my name is TAPIL from the place called SAMBOLIBRA,
the officer said, | don’t give a dam where you are from, ifyou have no
means of identification, then | will have to take you inuntil you can
prove who you are.

| thought, why the hell the officer said that.
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TAPIL went into his pocket, the officer saw when havent into his
pocket, so the officer pulled his gun, | had to lagih, because TAPIL
asked the officer, if he was going to show him buck stgtthe officer
said, if you just so as move boy | will blow you away, TAPIlsaid, there
Is no wind, that would be hard to do, TAPIL press thatremote thing
that he have, and out the blue the pad thing was hovering oveéead, the
officer looked up and said, what the hell, where the Hiedid that come
from.

TAPIL said, | made it possible, you have your weapon, andwas
without weapon, and now we are equal, we can now go intatble, the
officer said, just one doge gone minute, where did you sagl were
from again boy.

TAPIL said, the name boy | do not understand, the namis TAPIL
from the place called SAMBOLIBRA, the officer said, that is what |
thought you said, TAPIL asked the officer, if it was nowtime to go into
battle, the officer turned to me and asked me, is thiboy sick or
something.

| said, he is not sick, and | think you should stopalling him boy, itis a
long story, but you don’t want to go head to head with tht one, and
might | so jest, you just let this one go, the officetook his radio, and
called for backup, then he looked me right in the eye anslaid, and | am
charging you with harboring an illegal alien.

| just sat there, because | know that this was not goingptgo well, then
all hell broke loose again, because there must have beeirtypolice
cars, they surrounded the truck, they were lights flashig, and they
were throwing orders left and right, a voice on one of thenegaphone
said, step away from the vehicle, and put your hands above yohead.

| told TAPIL to let us do as they say, TAPIL still hadthat remote thing

in his hand, | don’t know what he did, but he did som#ing, and all the
lights on the police cars went out, then the pad thingazne down
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between TAPIL and me and the police cars, the pad staetl to glow,
then it started to make this high pitch sound, then APIL said, it is time
to seek shelter in the pad, we must leave this placesdid, you don’t
have to tell me twice, the both of us got into the pa@&nd the thing lifted
up so fast | nearly lost my lunch, TAPIL said, you will feel strange for a
short time, but the feeling will not last, and he was ght because in a
short time | felt ok again.

| asked TAPIL where are we going, TAPIL said, you told mehat you
wish to go to the place you call home, | said yes, bubhder the
circumstances | think we should go far away, because tipolice no
where | live.

TAPIL said, you are in no danger, you have not done a wrong tha) |
am the one they wishes to exchange words with, | said yate write
about that, ok then | said take me home, but how are you gaj to do
that you don’t know where | live.

TAPIL said, that is incorrect, if you give me the coordnates | will
locate your home, | told TAPIL, that | do not know how to do that, the
coordinate thing.

TAPIL said, point your hands in the direction, and | will go there, and
when you see a land mark that you recognize, you can thganide me to
your home.

| said, ok that will work, so | pointed to the east ad TAPIL said, then
to the east we shall go, after about three minutes, | calikee the old
church,

| told TAPIL, that my home is two blocks from the church, TAPIL
asked, what is this block you speak of, | said, never md, just keep
going, | will show you, he slowed the pad down, and | coulske my
house, but there was a problem, because the drive way widked with
police cars.

TAPIL said, this time we must fight, but do not be 6a sad art, the
battle will be a short one, | will show them the way oftie LIBRANS, we
have many way of settling dispute, and | have much to shathe ones
with the crude weapons, TAPIL took the pad over the drivevay, and
just stop there, about twenty officers pointed their gns at the pad, then
TAPIL said, stand aside it is time to go into battle.
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| said no, don’t hurt them, they do not understand yourway, let me
talk with them, TAPIL said, if you wish to exchange wordswith them |
will comply to your wishes, and it will be so, | said oket me down, the
pad made one of those sound again, he opened a port hole| sould
speak with the officers, so | shouted down to them,dm coming down
hold your fire, the chief said, hold it boys.

TAPIL lowered the pad, and | got out, as soon as my foot hihe drive
way, two officers ran up and grabbed me, a sound came frothe pad,
and it said, allow my friend to go free, the chief askethe, what the hell
Is going on, | said, you should tell all your boys to go, baase | think
that thing have the power to destroy all your cars, and whehe is gone
you will not be able to explain what have happen to all yawsquad cars,
so why don’t you tell all your boys to go back to the stain,

the inspector said, | want to know who is that, and hat part does he
play in this mess, well, | said, you know who | am, and yoknow my
family, as for that thing and who is in it, that is anothe story, the
inspector said, | have all day, and if you don’t tell me whathe hell this
is all about, | will see to it that you never go hunting agin, and if | did
not know your father | would have you locked up right now.

| told the inspector, | don’t care what you do to meput if you don’t
send all those cars back to the station, there is going be hell to pay, ok
the inspector said, and one more thing don’t move, | wibe right back,
so he walked back to the patrol cars, then he had a fewonds with one
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of the officers, and thank god, they all drove away, as so@s the cars
drove out the drive, TAPIL landed the pad, the inspectoasked, and
who the hell is this.

| said, you have to calm down, because that is how thisaigs got started
in the first place, TAPIL walked up to the both of us then he asked me
if the need to go to battle was now over, | said, yessafe now, the
inspector turn to TAPIL and asked him, who are you, TARL surprised
me, he said, | am a friend and a visitor, then he asked&hnspector, do
you control the men with the weapons, yes said the inspeciif it is any
of your dam business.

TAPIL said, this word dam, repeat please | do not undertsind.

The inspector said, you will understand a lot more whehlock your

#*@ up.

| told the inspector to take it easy, TAPIL does notinderstand English
very well, and he tend to take words out of context, thas why we come
close to start world war three on the free way.

The inspector said, | am going to ask you one more time he is he and
where does he come from, and where is his papers, | gatk of the
whole thing, so | told the inspector to ask him your 4& the inspector
said, that | will, he turned to TAPIL and said, now look kere you, | am
going to asked you a few questions, and | want straight answs, do you
understand, TAPIL said, your words | understand, what @n | tell you
that will be pleasing to you, the inspector looked at meso | said, don’t
drag me into this, you wanted to talk to him, so talk, bt for god sake
leave me out of it, the inspector turned back to TAPILand said, why
don’t you tell me who you are, and why don’t you have any fon of
identification.

TAPIL said, my name is TAPIL from the place called SAMBOLIBRA,
and | am at this place to learn your words, the one nexb you say it is
called English, is this the information you seek.

The inspector turned to me, and said, he is kiddingight, | said, talk to
the man, he is standing right in front of you, you don’tneed me, you
wanted to know who he is, and he is telling you, but yodion't want to
deal with it, well sir, you are on your own with this one.

| know who he is, and | am fine with it, if you are notdo what you have
to do, in fact | said, | am going inside, and when you ardone with him,
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he will come in after me, TAPIL herd what | said, and sal your words |
understand, and when | exchange words with the one thaarry the
weapon | will speak with you.

The inspector went off, he said, now listen you two,anone is gong
anywhere until | get a good explanation, because | will havi® write a
report about all of this.

| said to hell with you, | need a wash and | am as tireds hell, do what
you have to do, but | am going in, so | just turned and warinside the
house, and left the two of them in the drive way.

| went into the house, and sneak up to the front wino\w, so | could see
what was going on, | saw the inspector waving his hand at TAL, and
TAPIL just stood there with out saying a word.

| was afraid for what could happen, so | went back out slie, as soon as |
walked up to them, the inspector said, you back again, hbught you
said you don’t want any thing to do with this.

| said, | know what | said, but you don’t know what you aredealing
with, the inspector said, and what | am dealing with ifyou don’t mind
me asking.

| said, sir, if I tell you what this is all about, you wil think that | am off
my head, the inspector said, tell me anyway, | said ok yasked for it,
S0 here goes.

| told the inspector, how | met TAPIL, and what he s capable of, and
the first thing out of his mouth was, boy | always know thatyour father
made moonshine, but until today, | did not know how good it wad
said, | know | should have kept my mouth shut, the inspeot said, no
don’t let me stop you, go right on get it off your chesthut | hope you
don’'t expect me to write all this rubbish down, and pesent it to my
bass, because as sure as | am standing in front of you, hdlfite me on
the spot.

TAPIL for the first time open his mouth, he turned to the inspector and
said, many words have been exchanged, but a state of temsstill exist
between the men of planet earth, so | will resolve thin a short time,
the inspector turned to me and said, your pal here spd kind a strange,
| said he is not my pal, | just met him a couple of days agand he came
with me to learn English.

The inspector said, you teach someone English, don’'t makee laugh,
the only thing you could teach him is how to make moon shing APIL
turned to the inspector and said, | am close to you, fou need an
answer to a question | will try to respond so you may undetand my
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words, the inspector said, well excuse me, ok he sawhoever you are
start talking.

TAPIL said, | am not of this world, the inspector said you can say that
again, | said god help us now you've done it, done what thesipector
asked, and before | could respond, TAPIL said, | am not othis world,
the inspector said, | herd you the first time.

| had to put a stop to this, so | asked TAPIL not to saynything, and |
will explain to the inspector the whole story, TAPIL sad, | will do as
you asked.

The inspector’'s name is JOHN WAGSTAFF, anyway JOHN asked me
if I have control over this strange person, | said no | dmot, but he
knows me, and he does not know you, and beside, becaysu have a
gun, he think it is time for conflict, as we would sayget it on if you get
my drift, JOHN said, why the hell did you not tell me thatthe gun was
the reason he would not play ball, | said, | tried to telyou but you told
me to shut up remember, JOHN said, well now what, | saitet him
speak, and one more thing, put the gun in the car, JOHNaid, | will do
this, but if you ever tell anyone what goes on here, jusemember | still
have a few things on both you and your father.

JOHN walked to the car, and removed his handgun, thenéreturned to
settle things with TAPIL.

23



JOHN said ok, what you call him.

TAPIL said, your words | understand, and | am called TAAL from the
place called SAMBOLIBRA.

JOHN asked, SAMBO what, TAPIL said, SAMBOLIBRA, JOHN
asked, and where is that may | asked, TAPIL said, if you tun your

head to that direction, pointing just to the left of he garage, which was
north east, and look up, many darkness and light you willind the place
called SAMBOLIBRA.

JOHN turned to look at me, so | said, | can’t help yowvith this one, |
am having a hard time understanding it my self, and | have know him
for a few days now, and believe me, this man have skillsp whatever
you do keep it cool.

TAPIL said, | think this is a good time to exchange wordsso now | will
ask a question, JOHN said, no pal, | ask the question, TARIsaid, but
when you ask a question, and | respond, you seams distunith the
answer, JOHN said, so he is also a wise guy, | said, JOhidase do
yourself and me a favor, and keep it simple, please | beg ybu, because
this man takes every thing the wrong way, and we will be@nding here
all night.

JOHN said, ok I will try, TAPIL ask if it is now safe to exchange words,
| said yes it is, TAPIL went into his flip pocket andpulled out that
remote control again, he pressed something, and the pad@gared
overhead, JOHN looked up and said, what the hell is he up, TAPIL
said, I will now show you my home, the pad drifted closeand closer
until we could see inside, the side of the pad changedlor, and then it
turned into a big screen TV, then TAPIL said, look it isbest if | say less
words, and let you see my home.

JOHN just stood there with his mouth wide open, so waugt stood there
and watch this movie about TRAPIL'S home, I tell you it vas
something to see, and when it was all done, TAPIL turnetb JOHN and
asked, is it now clear to you of who | am.

JOHN said, yes it is now clear as you say, then JOHN said, chask
you a question, TAPIL said, yes you may, but will you be diatb by my
answer, JOHN said, no not his time, TAPIL said, that igpleasing news.
JOHN asked TAPIL, how long will he be staying in the town, APIL
said, when | have learned the English, I will leave, JOHNagd, but that
could take a year, | had to step in, so | told JOHN, thaTAPIL have
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only started to speak English two days ago, so trust megday is
Wednesday, so by Friday he will be long gone.

JOHN asked me if TAPIL was that good, | said, you still doit get it do
you, this man is light years a head of us, just be thafld that he did not
blow you away.

JOHN said, | don’t want to know anymore, | am going back tadhe
station, and | will make up some cock on bull story, ath| hope to god
that my bass swallow it, because if he does not, | am corgiback to get
you, | said TAPIL will be long gone, and so will be the edence, so what
are you going to charge me with, JOHN said, don’t worry | wil think of
something, then he got in his car and drove away.

TAPIL said, and now we will exchange words, | said yes waill
exchange words, TAPIL pressed the remote again, and tlpad just
vanished, the both of us went into the house, | wenb the fridge and
took out a cold beverage, TAPIL said, you seams to like thérang
liquid, | said there is nothing better than a cold drirk, TAPIL said, this

| can see, TAPIL then asked me, if the liquid | had onhe hill is the
same as the liquid | have now, | said no my friend, the dnk | had on
the hill, that was some good shine, TAPIL asked, what is ste, | told
him, that shine is a liquid that make you strong, buthe one that carries
the weapon does not like to see anyone with shine, TAPasked why, |
said, it is a long story, and if you come back to my planeta spend
more time, you will see the ways of the people thaves in the mountain,
TAPIL said, | will think on this matter.

We talked and talked for hours, and TAPIL asked a lot of qestions,
and boy he is sharp, he picks up on things so fast, gbtiope that his
people are not looking to take us over, because we wouldtrstand a
chance.

It was now late into the night, so | told TAPIL that | needed some rest,
TAPIL said, | will fix that for you.

he walked up to me and said, put out your hand, | askedthich one, he
said, it does not matter, so | stretched out my left haty | did not want
to give him my shooting hand you understand.

TAPIL took something that looked like one of them fancy pernthen he

touch my hand with the thing, my hand felt a little warm,then out the
blue, | felt like when | was fifteen again, | asked TAPL, what did you
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do, he just said, | have made you strong, | said, well thad what | called
some good shine.

TAPIL asked me if | was please with the feeling.

| said, hell yes.

TAPIL said, that is good, | have only gave you a small input, told
TAPIL, that if | could get my hands on a large amount of vhat he have
given to me, | would be a rich man.

TAPIL said, this | will learn later on my next visit, but now | must
leave this place, | asked TAPIL why so soon, TAPIL said, have just
received a signal from the command pad, and | must returto the
command pad, | will return at another time, so | said,it have been
interesting, and | do hope that you return some day, TARI said, your
location have been recorded, also the place where you et traps, and
| have also recorded you codes, | have enough information telocate
you, and now | must do as JOHN did, until the next time ran that set
the traps.
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TAPIL walked out the door, the pad turned up again, he wied
towards the pad, then the thing flashed a few colors, andst like that
he was gone, | thought to my self, well that is somethgrto tell to the
grand children.

The next morning | got out of bed, still thinking about TAPIL and the
amount of questions he asked me, | don't know what type ébod he
eats, or how his brain works, but doge gone it, that mais sharp as a
tack, and who would of thought that a little country boy Ike me, would
get a chance to tutor a man from another world.

| only hope that he remember me, and tell his peopl@bout me.

| looked up and notice the time, then | remembered tht | had to go
down to the supply store, because after TAPIL messedtw my traps, |
will have to get some of the new ones that they have, theremembered
that | left my pickup on the freeway, dam it | thought,

any way, | went into the garage and took out my bicycle, and radit
down to the gas station, | was riding along the road, hoping none
messed with my truck, when a police squad car pulled upeside me,
The fool nearly knock me of the dam bike.

| stopped and looked into the car, and it was one of theolice men that
was in my drive way yesterday, and | know him too, in fact hevas one
of the ones that tried to arrest me, in my own dam drivevay, the officer
put down the window on the passenger side, and asked mehaxe is
your guardian today, you moonshine drinking mountain boy, | saiche
has gone home | think,

The officer said, it is a bit of a letdown, coming froma flying saucer
down to a bicycle, don’t you think, | said because of you lys and your
dam guns, | had to leave my truck on exit 9 yesterday, soybu really
want to do the right thing, you could give me a ride so ¢ould get my
truck of the freeway, how about it, SAMBODY said, | am o dam taxi
boy, so | said, come on now SAM give me a break, and besdeu
know that it is not safe to leave the truck there.

SAM said ok get in, I got in the squad car, and SAM drove malong
rout 6 so | could get my truck, but when we got to exi®, the truck was
not there, but | got out the squad car anyway, | walked upo where |
left the truck, but | could not see any tire tracks in he sand, | thought
what the hell, and before you say anything, | did not have drop of
shine today.
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Both SAM and me just stood there looking at the spot whermy truck
was, | still can’t understand how come there is no te marks on the
ground, so | asked SAM, if he could take me back homeAM said, |
have a mind to leave you right here after all the trouble yohave caused
yesterday, it would serve you right, then he said begrudgingl get in, so
| got in the car quickly before he change his mind,

on the way back, he kept saying, you dam moonshine drinkingdl, |
should have been off duty some two hours ago, | told SANhat one day
| will make it up to him, SAM said and | won't forget nether, | said |
know you wont.

| put my hat over my eyes, and laid back in the seat, andrhust have
dozed off, then | was awaken because SAM was cussingelikell, |
opened my eyes and asked SAM what was wrong, SAM said, araiyo
blind, the dam truck was in your drive way all the time, Itold SAM no,
it was not there when | got up this morning, SAM saidhave you been
playing games with me boy,

| said no, | was not, as god is my witness, | don’t knowduw the truck
got there, SAM said, boy you will have to stop drinking thatlam
moonshine, get the hell out my car, so | opened the door astep out
the squad car, SAM gave me a look, and backed out the driveway
without saying another word.

| was also at a loss for words, because | have no idea hdwe truck got
in the drive, there will be hell to pay when the inspetor sees me again.

| went back in the house, as | opened the front door; | &as so prize to
see TAPIL sitting down, | said hi TAPIL, how did you get n the house,
and did you have anything to do with the truck been backn the drive
way, TAPIL said, welcome home man who lays the traps, and y& have
returned your mode of transportation, to the place you ckhhome, |
asked TAPIL, how did he do that, TAPIL calmly said, | usel
magnotram to return your truck as you say, | asked , mango wa,
TAPIL said, | made your truck a part of the pad, and becase | have
recorded the coordinates of your home, it was a simpleiting to return
to this location, and because | have brought much confli¢o you, so in
order to repay you, | have returned your truck, then TAPIL asked, is
that pleasing to you, hell yes, | said.
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TAPIL said, | have repaid you, and now | must leave, so | i say
again, good by, and stay away fro the one with the crude weapdrsaid,
| will, then TAPIL walked out the door, and poof he wasgone.

| tell you, I will never drink another drop of that dam moonshine as
long as | live.

| walked out to the drive way, and opened the door of theuck, |
stepped in, then | sat behind the wheel, | turned t key on, and the
truck started up as smooth as you please, | just sat thejest titling the
throttle, just to make sure that | was not dreaming, afte a few minutes,
| turn the switch off and went back in the house, | sattown and thought
of the last few days, | could not take another week l&kthis, and | will
keep my promise, no more moonshine.

| sat in the house thinking this week is one for the @rd books, then
out the corner of my eyes, | thought | saw what lookedke an orange
flash outside the yard, so naturally | went outside, andlow me down, it
was the inspector, | thought, what the hell did | do ow,

the inspector said, don’t panic, | just want to talkwith you for a while,

| said, thank god for that, because | am not having a good dagr week
for that matter, the inspector said, lets go inside, $aid, good because |
need to sit the hell down, so the both of us went ike the house, | went
straight for the big chair, and the inspector got an al bar stool that |
had.

So | asked the chief, what did he want to talk about, #inspector said,
we still have that business to settle, | said you told nibat it was all over
with, the inspector said, it is over officially, but Ineed to know about
your friend TAPSIDE whatever you call him, and you said ityour self,
that you know him for a few days, the inspector said, | @ed some
answers just for myself, so | said, what do you wanbtknow, the chief
said, start from the top.

| told the chief, that | was up by slip-side setting@me traps, and it was
getting a little late , and beside that, | was dying for@mething to eat, so
| sat down and opened my lunch, | popped the lid off aditle of river
water, the chief interrupted and said, tell the truth , you mean
moonshine don’t you, | said, is this talk off the recal, the chief said,
yes it is, | said, ok | was drinking some chine, anywaylboked up, and
out of the blue, | saw this tall man standing there.

And that was the first time | ever saw TAPIL, he said has from some
place called SAMOLIBRA, | thought he was one of them cjt boys,
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because of the way he was dressed, and he was on one eiffrtlvacation
thing that they do, so | asked him a few questions, thatas when, |
found out that he was one of them a space people, so whe asked
him for his papers, | know then, that we were going tthave problems,
and with you carrying a gun and everything, seams to tickediim off,
from what he told me, where he is from, you only takeua weapons
when you are going into battle or you are going to settle dispute,
That is why he kept asking me if it is time to go irio battle.

The chief said, are you telling me that | could have got kiid for just
having the gun on my hip, yes | said, then I told the chigthat man,
have skills not to be messed with, | was safe becaussds his friend,
but you and the boys could have got zapped, he could have semal all
to kingdom cum,

the chief asked me, if he was gone for good, | said, thatwhat he told
me, but he did pick my truck up and dropped it off inthe yard, the chief
said, your kidding me, | said no, when SAM dropped me 6fo take the
truck back home, the thing was gone, but | thought it wastrange,
because | never saw any tire tracks in the sand, so wh&AM took me
back home, that was when | saw the truck in the yard, SAMIrove away
and | came straight in the house, when | opened the dgofFAPIL was
sitting down as calm as you please,

| did not know what to say, except hi there, he said,Have returned
your mode of transport, and now | must leave this place,éhgot up, and
puff he was gone, and that is what happened, the chiatked me if
TAPIL will be coming back, | said, he told me that he wl think on the
matter, and no more was said.

The chief said, | have herd enough, now you keep your mousthut
about this, you here me, | said, | am done with it, the d¢éf said, good,
then he got up, walked out to the squad car, he got ilé car and drove
out the drive, and from that day to this, | have not seen # chief, SAM,
or TAPIL.

By echo MOLIMBA ZENOHA

2/27/2006
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